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December 8, 1899 



SANITARY BEPOKTS FROM FOREIGN PORTS. 
BRAZIL. 

Report from Bio — plague at Santos — Frev^tive measures at Montevideo. 

Plague at Santos. 

Eio DE Janeiro, November, 10, 1899. 
Sir: The plague at Santos takes a very mild course; nor has it 
spread largely. However, a cessation has not yet come, as from time 
to time new cases are still observed. The following table shows the 
number of patients at the isolation hojspital that is identical with the 
progress of the plague, because, in all cases that occur, the patients are 
sent there : 
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o Typhoid fever. b Typhoid fever, 2 ; suspected, 1. c Typhoid fever, 1 ; suspected, 2. 

Therefore the total result has been as follows : Without regard to the 
cases that occurred at the beginning and were not recognized, there 
have been up to the present time 22 cases, of which 10 were fatal, 1 was 
cured and discharged, and 11 remained under treatment. Also at the 
city of Sao Paulo there has occurred 1 case of plague. It is in the person 
of a child 7 years old, negress, daughter of a pointsman on the railroad 
to Sorocaba, living in a kind of hut. In the swollen glands there were 
found Yersin's bacillus. Alter a treatment with serum the state of the 
child has much improved. The hut in which the case occurred has 
been burned. It was not possible to discover the manner in which the 
infection took place. Other reported cases at Sao Paulo and at other 
cities have been recognized as not being plague. 

The appearance of plague at Santos has given occasion to different 
innovations. 

In the Hospital Santa Casa de Misericordia at Santos there was 
installed a new compartment for the observation of patients whose dis- 
ease has not yet been recognized. 

At Santos, Sao Paulo, and Eio de Janeiro the sanitary inspectors are 
occupied in examining for hygienic purposes the houses, especially 
tenement houses, restaurants, butchers' stops, etc., and they direct 
their attention principally to the space occupied, cleanliness, removal 
of the offal and arrangement of water-closets. Similar measures have 
been adopted at other cities. 

I might almost say, that the question of the plague has become 
ludicrous. At cities, under conditions in which the appearance of 
plague is not very probable, there have been made elaborate prepara- 
tions and expensive institutions have been founded. 
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In spite of the small number of patients from plague^ there have been 
taken at Sao Paulo and Bio de Janeiro preliminary steps for establish- 
ing special institutions for making antiplague serum. As if we were 
obliged to take care against plague as an endemic disease. 

Dr. Vital Brazil, who, as I. have reported, has been sick himself at 
Santos, but has already recovered, is appointed director of the institute 
at Sao Paulo, and the institute of Eio de Janeiro is to be under the 
direction of Dr. Ismaelda Eocha, director of the military bacteriological 
institute, and Dr. Oswald Cruz, a young man. 

Moreover, the Brazilian Government has succeeded, by means of its 
representative in Italy, in arranging there for a considerable quantity 
of serum. The arrival of Profess9r Perri, of Messina, is shortly expected 
here. He brings serum with him, and will hereafter prepare it here. 

It has not been possible for me to find out whether what he brings 
and intends to make here is really serum, or whether it is vaccine 
against plague such as that of Haffkine. In due time I shall report in 
regard to it. 

For the purpose of effecting efficient disinfection of persons arriving 
from Santos, a large and convenient institution has been established in 
the building for immigrants at Sao Paulo, and, moreover, those persons 
are obliged to take baths in water containing bichloride of mercury. 

Up to a few days ago about 4,500 rats had been killed and burnt at 
Sao Paulo. 

With airthese measures of the authorities contrast the indifference 
and carelessness of the public. 

For the purpose of not restricting the intercourse of persons more 
than is necessary, sanitary passports have been issued in order to make 
a sanitary inspection. Many persons thwart the good intentions of the 
authorities by giving false information, others, on arrival at Eio de 
Janeiro neglect to present themselves daily to the authorities as the 
rules require, and finally, also, the sanitary inspectors fail to make the 
respective visits at the residence of persons newly arrived. This proves 
that here the intentions are much greater than the execution. Similar 
remarks could be made in regard to disinfection and the manner in 
which it is executed. 

Report on hubonic plague at Santos. 

Dr. Uno de Andrade has handed to the minister of interior his report 
on bubonic plague at Santos. This report is based on information, 
furnished by his assistant. Dr. Percira das Neves, who went to Santos 
for the exclusive purpose of ascertaining at what date the plague made 
its appearance in that city. 

This is a long and detailed report and is intended to prove that the 
bubonic plugue made its appearance at Santos before the arrival of the 
packet Bey de Portugal. 

In that report the followiug statements are made : 

"At Santos there occurred on two occasions without any known cause 
considerable mortality among rats ; the first occasion was at the end of 
July and the second at the end of September. After the second occa- 
sion, in which there was great mortality among rats, there appeared 
suspicious cases, whose diagnosis was established, as it is well known, 
on October 18. Hence resulted the official notification of existence 
of plague. 

"The relation between the mortality observed in September and the 
cases that appeared in October is very significant and leaves no doubt 
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as to the nature of the disease which causes that mortality. As to the 
interval between the two occasions, in which the mortality among the 
rats was observed, this can only be explained by an examination of 
the nosographic circumstances of the city. This examination shows 
that in the said interval there were remarkable cases of diseases in both 
a mild and violent form, all characterized by unusual symptoms, prom- 
inent among which were buboes. 

;;: "The diagnosis of these cases differed according to the opinion of the 
attending physicians, but what has since been noted is that their vio- 
lence increased from July to September. During that period there 
was a bubonic epidemic, in which about 100 patients were seen at the 
municipal station. 

"These facts show a connection between the mortality among rats iu 
July and that in September, and prove the existence of infection at the 
former period, constituted clinically under a larvated form, which 
assunied a definite form in October. 

" The infection at the end of July may be explained ; for between June 
and August 14, the date in which the Government was informed of the 
existence of plague at Oporto, there entered the docks 19 steamers, 
carrying 593 passengers from Leixoes, at that time infected without our 
knowledge 

"Consequently we are led to suppose, that our territory was unfor- 
tunately already contaminated, when we took the first precautions 
against vessels arriving from Oporto and consequently that the mis- 
fortune could not have been averted by human efforts, but only by, 
Divine Goodness." 

Preventive measures of the national hoard of health at Montevideo. 

The national board of health of Montevideo has resolved on account 
of the appearance of bubonic plague at Santos to make use of the fol- 
lowing preventive measures in regard to vessels arriving from Brazilian 
ports: 

1. To declare infected the port of Santos and suspected all the other 
Atlantic ports of Brazil. 

2. Vessels arriving from suspected ports without illness aboard will 
be subjected to a sanitary observation for five days ; those from infected 
ports under the same circumstances will be subjected to observations 
for ten days. 

3. Vessels which have had suspected or certain illness from bubonic 
plague on board will be subjected to observation for fifteen days. 

4. The passengers will land at the quarantine station on Mores Island 
and their baggage will be disinfected and they will be subject to obser- 
vation for the respective period. 

5. Both for vessels and for passengers the time fixed for observation 
will be counted from the date at which disinfection is concluded. If 
the vessel has a sanitary inspector, observation will be counted from 
the date of its departure from the last port. 

6. Correspondence from infected ports will be disinfected, and from 
suspectfed ports it will be received without any restriction. 

Sanitary reports from Bio de Janeiro. 

I have the honor to transmit to you the ofBcial sanitary reports for 
the weeks ended October 27 and November 3. 

During the week ended October 27 there were 268 deaths from all 
causes, a decrease of 40 as compared with the foregoing week ; 5 deaths 
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from accesso pernicioso, a decrease of 6 ; 2 deaths from yellow fever, a 
decrease of 1 ; 53 deaths from smallpox, a decrease of 14 ; 2 deaths from 
typhoid fever, an increase of 2 ; 1 death from diphtheria, the same as 
before ; 2 deaths from measles, none before ; 2 deaths from beriberi, an 
increase of 1, and 62 deaths from tuberculosis, an increase of 3. 

During the week ended November 3 there were 316 deaths from all 
causes, an increase of 48, as compared with the foregoing week; 8 
deaths from accesso pernicioso, an increase of 3 ; 1 death from yellow 
fever, a decrease of 1 ; 70 deaths from smallpox, an increase of 17 ; 2 
deaths from typhoid fever, the same as before; no death from diph- 
theria, a decrease of 1, and also no death from measles, a decrease of 
2 ; 1 death from beriberi, a decrease of 1, and 67 deaths from tuber- 
culosis, an increase of 5. 

Bills of health. 

Since last report the following named ships have been inspected and 
received bills of health of this office : November 1, steamship Hevellus, 
Belgian, for New York ; November 3, steamship WiUowdene, British, for 
Galveston; November 8, steamship Ca;pri, German, for New York; 
November 9, steamship Melbridge, British, for Baltimore ; November 10, 
steamship Newton, British, for New York. 

EespectfuUy, W. Havelbueg, M. D., 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Stjegeon-Geneeal, 

TJ. 8. Marine Hospital-Service. 



DOMINION OF CANADA. 

Smallpox in Quebec. 

Montreal, November 27, 1899. 
SiE : Our inspector having now fully completed the sanitary survey 
of the district infected with smallpox, the board is in a position to cor- 
rect its first statement as follows : 
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a Date of last report, November 20, 

' The investigation regarding the origin of the outbreak has disclosed 
the following facts : An individual from Taunton, Mass., arrived in St. 
Philippe de N^ri, on or about August 10, and eleven days after his 
arrival developed an eruption. He had communication with persons 
in MontCarmel, which persons subsequently developed also eruption 
of the skin and so on until the whole of MontCarmel, where there is 
no physician, was infected. 

Respectfully, Blzeae Pelletiee, 

Secretary Board of Health of the Province of Quebec. 



